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RBDC Weekly COVID-19 Economic Report

About the Report

The RBDC is tracking the economic impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on 
eastern Idaho. The report is compiled by RBDC student research teams 
and will be updated weekly. We hope you find the report helpful to you. 
We appreciate the organizations that have contributed funds to make this 
report available. Please contact Will Jenson (w.jenson@rbdcenter.org) if 
you would like to participate in our weekly industry surveys or would like 
to contribute to our report in some other way.

-Thank you



New This Week

● Building permit counts in Bonneville County and Jefferson Counties rose slightly this week 
while counts in Madison and Blaine Counties dropped slightly this week

● Hotel occupancy, rates, and revenue per room are continuing to rise each week

● 14 Restaurants were interviewed and most restaurants reopened in May after the Stay at 
Home Order

● 70% of restaurants interviewed are limiting food items because they cannot receive certain 
items from suppliers

● Traffic counts in all counties are continuing to rise since before the Stay at Home Order



Business Formation Statistics (BFS Applications)   

Source: https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/bfs -weekly-business-
applications.html



Building Permits – Madison County

Source: https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx

https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx


Building Permits – Bonneville County

Source: https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx

https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx


Building Permits – Jefferson County

Source: https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx

https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx


Building Permits – Bonneville, Jefferson, & 
Madison Counties 

Source: https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx

https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx


Building Permits – Blaine County

Source: https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx

https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx


Building Permits – Eastern Idaho Counties  

Source: https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx

https://web.dbs.idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Custom/Idaho_PermitSearch.aspx


US Hotel Weekly Data

https://str.com/press-release/str-us-hotel-results-week-ending-27-june

https://str.com/press-release/str-us-hotel-results-week-ending-27-june


US Hotel Weekly Data

https://str.com/press-release/str-us-hotel-results-week-ending-27-june

https://str.com/press-release/str-us-hotel-results-week-ending-27-june


US Hotel Weekly Data

https://str.com/press-release/str-us-hotel-results-week-ending-27-june

https://str.com/press-release/str-us-hotel-results-week-ending-27-june


Restaurant Survey 

Survey participants: 14
Rexburg: 5
Idaho Falls: 8
Rigby: 1



Restaurant Survey 



Restaurant Survey 



Restaurant Survey 

Some Restaurants had 
to limit food items 
because they could not 
receive certain items 
from suppliers.



Restaurant Survey 

● Restaurants that did not 
require employees to 
wear masks always 
encouraged it.

● All restaurants that were 
interviewed do not 
require their customers 
to wear face masks



Restaurant Survey 



Restaurant Survey 



Small Business Grants



Distribution of Grants by County 

MADISON 1.0%



Grants Distributed Over Time 



Distribution of Grants per Industry 



Traffic Volumes - Bonneville 



Traffic Volumes - Bonneville 



Traffic Volumes - Jefferson 



Traffic Volumes - Jefferson 



Traffic Volumes - Madison 



Traffic Volumes - Madison 



Comparing Traffic: Ada County



Comparing Traffic: Ada County



Idaho Metro Gasoline Prices

AAA. 2020. Gas Prices. July 2. Accessed July 2, 2020. https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=ID.



Idaho Falls Gasoline Prices

AAA. 2020. Gas Prices. July 3. Accessed July 3, 2020. https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=ID.



Idaho Falls Gasoline Prices

AAA. 2020. Gas Prices. July 3. Accessed July 3, 2020. https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=ID.

Idaho Falls’
average regular
gasoline prices
with previous
year 
comparison.



Idaho Counties Gasoline Prices

Clark Fremont

Jefferson Madison
Teton

Bonneville

Bear 
Lake

Bingham

Caribou

AAA. 2020. Gas Prices. July 3. Accessed July 3, 2020. https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=ID.
Moen, J. (2016, July 12). Idaho County Map. Retrieved from World Atas: https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/counties/idcountymap.htm

Average Regular 
Gasoline Price

Power

Bannock

FranklinOneida

$2.10 - $2.19

$2.20 - $2.29

$2.30 - $2.39

$2.40 - $2.49

$2.50 - $2.59

$2.60 - $2.69



Idaho Counties Gasoline Prices

AAA. 2020. Gas Prices. July 3. Accessed July 3, 2020. https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=ID.



State Gasoline Price Comparison

AAA. 2020. Gas Prices. July 3. Accessed July 3, 2020. https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=ID.



Rexburg Weather

https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/idaho -falls /83404/may-weather/328732?year=2019

https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/idaho-falls/83404/may-weather/328732?year=2019


Idaho Falls Weather

https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/idaho -falls /83404/may-weather/328732?year=2019

https://www.accuweather.com/en/us/idaho-falls/83404/may-weather/328732?year=2019


The Research and Business Development Center
(RBDC) is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit with a mission to
provide undergraduate students with meaningful
work experience to better prepare them for careers
and life.

Connecting students with clients to work on projects
(similar to this report) that deliver value to both
student and client is central to this mission.

RBDCenter.org    |    208.356.5009    |    info@RBDCenter.org

Connect with the RBDC to see how our projects could help your business
or organization with key insights through guided student projects across a
broad range of disciplines and project types.
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