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Definition:
An initial claim is  a claim filed by an unemployed individual after a 
s eparation from an employer. The claimant reques ts  a determination of 
bas ic eligibility for the UI program. When an initial claim is  filed with a 
s tate, certain programmatic activities  take place and thes e res ult in 
activity counts  including the count of initial claims . The count of U.S . 
initial claims  for unemployment ins urance is  a leading economic 
indicator becaus e it is  an indication of emerging labor market conditions  
in the country. However, thes e are weekly adminis trative data which are 
difficult to s eas onally adjus t, making the s eries  s ubject to s ome volatility. 

Initial Claims

Source: https ://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf

https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf
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● Note: Des pite higher than 
average weekly initial claims  
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
it’s  encouraging to s ee normal 
economic trends  in the s tate 
compared to previous  years  as  
pres ented in the following 
county s pecific s lides .

● Initial claims  decreas ed during 
the week ending on J anuary 
16th (Week 3 of 2021) as  
initial claims  filed dropped 
from roughly 4700 to 3700 in 
one week.

Initial Claims (Statewide)

Source: https ://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims

https://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims
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• Ada County experienced a 
s mall s pike in initial claims  to 
begin 2021, s imilar to both 
2019 and 2020.

• In the third week of 2021 Ada 
County filed the fewes t initial 
claims  in the county s ince mid-
November 2020.

• Ada County filed roughly 400 
initial claims  more than it filed 
in 2019 and 2020 (Pre-
Pandemic numbers ).

Initial Claims (Ada County)

Source: https ://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims

https://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims
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• Bannock County filed 75 initial 
claims  in the third week of 
2021. This  comes  after a peak 
of 197 initial claims  were filed 
in the firs t week of 2021.

• For the s econd cons ecutive 
year Bannock County received 
les s  than half as  many initial 
claims  in the s econd week 
(96) of the year as  it did in the 
firs t week (197).

Initial Claims (Bannock County)

Source: https ://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims

https://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims


7

• In the third week of 2021, 
Bonneville County filed les s  
than 100 initial claims  for the 
firs t time s ince the las t week 
of October 2020.

• Des pite an increas e in weekly 
initial claims  in both 
November and December, the 
drop to 91 initial claims  in 
week 3 of 2021 is  s imilar to 
the pre-pandemic numbers  
filed in week 1 of 2020 (94).

Initial Claims (Bonneville County)

Source: https ://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims

https://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims
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• J effers on County has  filed 
roughly twice the amount of 
weekly initial claims  in 2021 
that it did during the s ame 
time period in 2019 and 2020.

• J effers on County is  the leas t 
populated county included in 
this  report and has  
experienced large fluctuations  
in weekly initial claims  
according to the graphed data.

Initial Claims (Jefferson County)

Source: https ://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims

https://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims
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• Madis on County s aw an 
abnormal s pike in initial 
claims  in mid-December 2020 
but has  s een a weekly 
decreas e in initial claims  in the 
firs t 3 weeks  of 2021.

• Madis on County’s  weekly filed 
initial claims  appear to have 
returned to pre-pandemic 
numbers  comparable to both 
J anuary 2019 and 2020.

Initial Claims (Madison County)

Source: https ://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims

https://lmi.idaho.gov/ui-weekly-claims
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• According to the 2020 
National Migration Study, 
Idaho was  the # 1 s tate for 
inbound moves  in 2020.

• Idaho received far more 
res idents  than it los t in 2020.

• Retirement was  the mos t 
commonly given reas on for 
moving to Idaho.

Moving to Idaho

Source: https ://www.unitedvanlines .com/news room/movers -s tudy-2020

https://www.unitedvanlines.com/newsroom/movers-study-2020
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• Bas ed on income 
res ults , the migration 
s urvey concluded the 
cos t of living in Idaho 
was  an important 
factor for inbound 
moves .

• The 65 or older group 
was  the larges t 
inbound move group, 
this  matches  with 
retirement being the 
# 1 reas on to move to 
Idaho among 
inbound res idents .

Moving to Idaho

Source: https ://www.unitedvanlines .com/news room/movers -s tudy-2020

https://www.unitedvanlines.com/newsroom/movers-study-2020
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• The chart to the left s hows  the 
average cos t for each category 
in two of Idaho’s  main cities  
compared to large cities  on the 
Eas t and Wes t coas ts .

• The national average for each 
cos t is  repres ented as  0% with 
negative numbers  being below 
the national average.

• It’s  important to note that only 
trans portation has  s een a large 
increas e in cos t for Idaho in 
recent years .

Cost of Living

Source: https ://www.s alary.com/res earch/cos t-of-living/bois e-id

https://www.salary.com/research/cost-of-living/boise-id


13Cost of Living

S ource: https ://www.s alary.com/res earch/cos t-of-living/id

https://www.salary.com/research/cost-of-living/id
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•While there has not been any new information regarding individual county HPIs, 
they have historically been above the average Idaho HPI.
•It is believed that the individual county HPIs are above the average Idaho HPI.



15Enplanements

S ource: https ://www.iflybois e.com/media/1669/december-2020.pdf



16Effects of COVID-19 on Gas Prices

● Gas  prices  have fallen by only 6 cents  
nationally s ince this  s ame time one 
year ago. In Idaho, gas  prices  have 
fallen about 25 cents  in the s ame time 
period

● Gas  prices  have ris en nationally 
approximately 14% s ince the beginning 
of December. Idaho gas  prices  have 
remained s teady in the s ame time 
period

S ource: https ://www.gas buddy.com/charts



17Effects of COVID-19 in National Hotels

● ADR - Average Daily 
Rate

● RevPAR - Revenue Per 
Available Room

The Hotel Indus try is  s till 
s uffering from very low 
occupancy rates  res ulting 
in decreas ed revenues

S ource: S TR



18COVID-19 Cases on University Campus

•A spike has 
occurred since the 
start of the new 
year. 
•BYU-Idaho has 
experienced the 
least number of 
Covid-19 cases.
•Idaho State is 
recovering from its 
spike but Boise State 
has not reported 
improvements.  

S ources : https ://www.bois es tate.edu/coronavirus -res pons e/das hboard/
https ://www.byui.edu/covid-19-updates # s cu
https ://www.is u.edu/roaringback/covidcas es /

https://www.boisestate.edu/coronavirus-response/dashboard/
https://www.byui.edu/covid-19-updates#scu


19COVID-19 Vaccinations

● With 102,713 total 
dos es  given, only 26 
have been was ted

● Idaho receives  about 
21,000 dos es  each 
week

S ource: https ://coronavirus .idaho.gov/



20Business Applications - Idaho

Source: https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/bfs-weekly-business-applications.html



21Building Permits

S ource: https ://web.dbs .idaho.gov/eTRAKiT3/Cus tom/Idaho_P ermitS earch.as px

● Total Permits  
Is s ued by month 
in Idaho

● Number of 
permits  is s ued 
continues  to 
increas e des pite 
COVID-19 
res trictions
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